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(GREETINGS!

Welcome to the AIDS Project s 2006 Annual Report. Here
you Il see people in our community joining together to fight
the AIDS epidemic with energy and enthusiasm. You Il find
evidence that Vermonters continue to offer care and com-
passion for people living with HIV and their loved ones.
You Il see news of vigorous programs here in Southern
Vermont aimed at preventing new HIV infections.

In these pages you will read about our Direct Services,
HIV Prevention and HIV Testing programs. You will see
images of hope and kindness alongside descriptions of safer
sex workshops, food deliveries, 20-minute HIV tests, and
social work  which despite its dull name can be and
often is life-changing and even life-saving. You will also
see a high level of financial support from our own neigh-
borhoods and a very long list of donors and volunteers, the
heart of our community support.

What many of you will also see is history, a story of our rural
community s steadfast effort to overcome prejudice, to fight
against misinformation, and to calm fears about AIDS over
many years. Many of us have been part of the AIDS Project
community for a long time, some since the very beginning
in 1988! In those days only a few had the foresight to real-
ize that AIDS would come to small towns or to understand
that it was vital to start training volunteers who would be
needed to help local residents living with HIV right here in
Vermont. Only a few grasped that it was necessary or even
possible to challenge a government whose leaders would
not speak the word AIDS , much less fund services.

Some of you are new to our work or have only experienced
one piece of the Project as a volunteer buddy for Direct
Services, as a Board member, as someone delivering Dove
food, or as a volunteer in HIV Prevention. For everyone
reading this Report, it is true that the world of HIV/AIDS
continues to change as we speak and at the same time
remains, unfortunately, the same. In many places, includ-

ing Vermont, some of the same stigma exists as existed in
1988: the same stigma, the same fear, and the same hurtful
actions against people living with or at risk for HIV.

On behalf of our clients, Board members and staff mem-
bers, we want to thank everyone in the community who
has helped the AIDS Project of Southern Vermont make
sure that this same kind of fear has no chance to prosper in
Southern Vermont, not in the schools, not in the faith com-
munity, not in businesses and not in our homes.

Yours,

P 2 d——

Greg Lesch
Chair, Board of Directors

Stione Bet o

Susan Bell
Executive Director

SPECIAL THANKS

We gratefully acknowledge the generous support

from the following for their help with the Annual Report:

Jim Andrews
Chittenden Bank
Howard Printing

Mailrite
Alyssa Newsmith

Every attempt at accuracy has been made in compiling these lists.
Please let us know of any errors or omissions.



2006: THE YEAR IN REVIEW

AIDS PrROJECT EVENTS

19th Annual AIDS Walk for Life
The 19th Walk for Life raised over $20,000.

The 2006 open days at North Hill Garden

Joe Eck & Wayne Winterrowd opened their garden
and raised over $12,000 for the AIDS Project.

Pride Month and the Pan-Trans-Sylvanian
Homo Halloween Dance Parties
Outreach events co-spon-
sored by The Men’s Program
and the Queer Community
Project were attended by
over 350 people.

Community Parties

The Straight Up & Safe! program
sponsored two parties at the
Brattleboro Housing Authority’s
communities of Moore Court and
Ledgewood Heights that intro-
duced the program to over 90
residents.

World AIDS Day — December 1st
Events included a program -
and vigil with Susanna
Grannis of Children
Affected by HIV/AIDS (in
Africa) (CHABHA), speak-
ers at area churches, and
an exhibit at the Brooks
Memorial Library.

CoMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS
Children of Cambodia

| N = In commemoration of World
> = AIDS Day, area residents in
Windham County donated
items for the Angkor Hospital
for Children in Cambodia.

Guilford Community Church

0 Members held a birthday party, complete with cake,
and sang Happy Birthday in honor of the AIDS
Project s clients. Church members also donated
gifts for our clients and their family members.

0
Thanksgiving dinners for five clients of the AIDS
Project and their families.

Holiday Gifts
Local businesses, church
members and Men’s
Program participants donat-
ed gifts that were distrib-
uted to clients of the AIDS
Project during the holidays.

St. Michael's Catholic Church
During a weekend in May, the church collected dona-
tions for the Walk for Life at their services.

Wilmington Community Friendship Quilt
Laraine Morrow and community members made a
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SERVICES TO PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV,
THEIR PARTNERS AND FAMILIES

In 2006, staff and volunteers served 66 people living
with HIV/AIDS and 59 family members and partners in
Windham, Bennington, and southern Windsor Counties in
Vermont, and in adjacent areas of Massachusetts and New
Hampshire.

The AIDS Project helped to put food on the table for over 92
people through our Dove and Gathering for Mealtime pro-
grams. The Dove Program distributed food and household
items valued at over $20,000 thanks to the ongoing support
of church members in Bennington and Windham County as
well as the customers at the Brattleboro Food Co-op. The
Gathering for Mealtime Program distributed complete frozen
meals, frozen meats and vegetables and non-perishable food
valued at over $12,000.

The AIDS Project assists persons with HIV/AIDS and their

partners and families in the following ways:
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educational services, and supportive resources
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the AIDS Projects Dove and Gathering for Mealtime
Program

0 O0iDI00000D0mO00 LOOO0IO00 Doino0 000060 000 10000 100
incidence of transmission among sexual and syringe-
sharing partners of people living with HIV/AIDS
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The AIDS Project advocates for people with HIV or those at
risk by training staff at other service agencies in Vermont on
how to respond to issues related to HIV within the agency s
scope.

The AIDS Project provided training to staff members of
ten human services agencies in Windham and Bennington
Counties, and to other AIDS Service Organizations in
Vermont.







